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The indicator:

Classification of households that takes into account number of household members (or household size), their
ages and their relationships.

Description

The following households types are distinguished:
(a) one-person households aged 65+

(b) one-person households aged 30-64

(c) single parent with one or more children

(d) couples without children

(e) couples with one or more children

(f) other households

How is it measured?

On the basis of survey questions that specify household size, the age of household members and their
interrelationships. The latter is usually done through a so-called relationships matrix.

What are the advantages of the indicator?

A standard indicator for describing family / household arrangements and for demonstrating the impact of
demographic changes on household dynamics

What are the disadvantages of the Indicator?

Not all household surveys and hardly any individual surveys include a relationships matrix. The indicator must
often be constructed on the basis of information provided by head of household or reference person.

What is the policy relevance of the indicator?
A standard indicator for describing family / household arrangements. Also a standard discriminatory variable in
socio-economic and income analyses.

The Indicator is relevant for the following pathways of the
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